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^ C ACTION s advised Ur. Coleman that in response to his request, the 

complete matter would be taken up with you so that a clear and definite ex- 
pression of the Bureau's desires in the premises could be forwarded to Mr. 
Coleman. Ur. Coleman definitely understands, however, that the procedure is 
highly undesirable from our point of view* 
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Coleman called again at this time and stated that he had Just found 
Tax Division had taken the matter up independently with the Attorney 
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At this my office 

tacted the Springfield Office and advised Agenti 
acting in Mr. Hallford's absence from the office, 
had been contacted relative to the requests which had been made by 
certain of the miners who had given signed statements to Agents at Spring- v , 
field, Illinois, in the above captioned matter, as a resu lt of which M r. 

Frank Coleman of the Department had verbally indicated to flHH^Hfetoday- 
that the Department's attitude Is as follows. Under no circumstS^^ does the 
Department desire that copies of statements be given to any lawyers who might 
request same. In addition he furnished him with the advice of Mr. Coleman 
that copies of statements should not be furnished to any of the individuals 
if they requested them but rather that they should be referred to the Attorney Jj 
General or the Criminal Division of the Department in connection with any such / 
request. RBcoKDRn | , , - — . 

_ ^DEXEinfclAy^ 

i£ apprised by Agentgm^pf the fact -that- -Mr. Co l eman. - — 
was planning To arrive at Springfield, Illinois, sometime late toAght or* 
early tomorrow and that Mr. Coleman planned to spend a week -triers* pAgef.t«qjo 
ras advised that previous Bureau instructions as to eoniact Sfatn Mr. 

Jan while he was there should be followed and any reque sts for additions, 
investigation which might be made by Mr. Coleman should be 
Coleman to the Bureau through the Department at Washington 
Hallford's opinion the matter was such as could be said to be nothing more 
than an extension of an approved procedure, already In existence. 
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Agent 


stated that in connection with the reauest which has 


been made for copies of statements already furnished to Agents, there have 
been very recent indications that certain individuals are contacting the 
miners as they leave the mines and are inquiring of the miners whether they 
have furnished staterents to any investigators recently and these individuals 
are ei* .er suggestion to or counseling the miners that if they have not given 
statements they should tell any investigators that night contact them for 

statements that on the advice of Attorney Fitzgerald they do not wish - 
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to furnish any statements. Attorney Fitsgerald has been previously mentioned 
in this case as being the attorney in whose office Ray Edmondson, one of the 
subjects in this case, had a meeting with four or five of the miners who are 
reported as having been members of the\j>rogressive Vine Workers Union during 
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1937 and 19hl, and which individuals were aTso reported as having acted as 
spies in the Progressive Mine Workers Union for the benefit of the United Mine 
Workers Union. This a ngle of the case is being closely watched by the Spring- 
L>~) ^field Office and Agent requested to advise the Bureau by letter of the 

circumstances of the matte^so it could be referred to the Department for its 
consideration. 
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I am attaching a photostatic copy of 
the petition signed on May 26, 1957, by mem- 
bers of ths^rogressive Mine TTorkere of Amerioa 
and presented to Hr, Elshoff* (f \t 
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)ELL BERGE, 
Assistant Attorney General, 
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I I Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) ...... 
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.... ... as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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Jfrberal Surrau of fnursttgatinri 

United States SIrpartment of I ustirr 

Springfield, Illinois 
September 2, 1943 


Director, FBI 


a 


JCW L. LEWIS, ET AL 

CIVIL RIGHTS AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE. 


Dear Sir: 



In connection with the abov e-entitled mattef and in con- 
nection with an interview had with which will 

be recorded in the first report subra'Rted'xron^hXs office on 
September 4, 1943* the following additional information ia fur- 
nished to the Bureau. 
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uunng iMuwme* TonowLy i utubiku 

Special AgentflHHHjjH^ pampn^tentitled "Th^lPec king of 
the Miners' In^n^D^raAii^«^AJ2lIW5TCIJ, Former *rresident j Dia - 
Lted Mine Workers of America, now deceased, 
baited that the information contained in this pamphlet 
would "furnish a good background on JOHJ LYnEWIS. He however 
pointed out that he did not desire anyone, other than the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, to be apprised of the fact 
that he had furnished this pamphlet because he feared he might 
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them discover that he had furnished this paephlet to this 
Bureau. He pointed out that approximately one year ago he was 
severely beaten to the point of having a concussion of the 
brain and his teeth kicked out by members of the United Mine 
Workers and he was afraid to take any other chances. 

^-*^ ( - 6axx -^'RC OR TM T*rs 

Fhotoatatic copies of the pamphlet were made and two 
copies of the same are being forwarded herewith to the Bureau. 

It is thought that the Bureau may desire the background infor- 
mation contained therein concerning JOHN L. LEWIS and that the 
Bureau may want to furnish the Department one copy for its 
information, without disclosing the knowledge of the confidential 
source from which it was obtained. Cie copy is being retained 
in the Springfield file. 




/ 


PIES DESTROY EtT 

1 1 JMOUflW 


L'M£ 




RfitOLDED A JXj- x 

Very truly yours, 

*fiA mLropbYW w 


n 


O 





1 D 







i 


,>'V 
:■> - 



¥ 

V 44-^5 - 

} 9/9 A3 1 

, Dotai 

tot iMiaUnt Attorney Oenaral 

From* J. Boo Tar - BiraoWr, 


0. Clark 
Federal Boroou of Lmatifatlao 


Subject! JDitl L. I2JWIS, £7 kL 
- CIVIL RIGHTS AKD EDJC3TIC YIOLEUCE 

Thort la transited l»reeltfa a pbotoatatio oopy of a pamphlet 
•ntitlad "The freaking of the Klnera* Union," by frank Farrington, farmer 
President of Dieiriot #12, United Mina Morkera of laorlea. k oopj of 
thia p«phlet mi obtained fros a vary confidential aouroa, and it la 
reliably reported that Frank Farrington ia twa dooeased. 

i oopy of thia paaphlet la forwarded to you for any Information 
it may contain pertaining to the background aotleitiea of aubjeot Leals. 
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are opened where only one is needed to supply the norm|i 
demand for coal, and the struggle for market* is constant 
and fierce. Those who can sell U>fi r coal the cheapest, get 
the markets. To self dieaply one must produce cheapo 
and in the effort to reduce production costs, wages are cut 
to the hone and working conditions are shamelessly de* 
graded unless there Is some restraining force and the only 
restraining force the miner has is ins ^jniqDL With it ob* 
literated he is at the' mercy of. an emptoyerw&Q is striving 
desperately to cut hi* production costt^fb the last penny 
so he can seff T|iS coal, Ji^^ine operating and„reap a 
retttrn frbm iSi tevesjfdicirtil^^ 
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